PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 Publication number : 08-073107 
(43)Date of publication of application : 19.03.1996 



(51)IntCL B65H 39/11 

G03G 15/00 



(21 Application number : 06-21 1095 (71)Applicant : CANON INC 

(22)Date of filing : 05.09.1994 (72)Inventor : GOTO HIDEKI 



(54) SORTING DEVICE AND IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To quickly cope with unexpected large 
output while securing the operability at small output of 
paper by temporarily enlarging a space between the tray 
and a tray over it for increasing the receiving number, 
when the number of sheets output on a tray is over a 
prescribed quantity. 

CONSTITUTION: When an image forming device is in a 
printer mode, the third tray 4c in a tray part 4 is moved 
onto the position directly under a paper discharge port 
by operation of a motor 3b, and sheets are loaded on the 
third tray 4c. Under the condition in which the sheets 
are not removed from the third tray 4c by a user, output 
of the printer mode is continued and full load of the third 
tray 4c is detected by an upper face detecting means 
41, then a drive signal is sent to a motor 4g, a lead 
screw 4e is rotated by a specific quantity in the 
direction of bringing down the third tray 4c, and the 
space between the second tray 4b and the third tray 4c 
is enlarged. Namely, the sheet receiving capacity of the 
third tray 4c is increased. 
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